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were extraordinary. When the British burnt the Library of
Congress—which was housed in one room—Jefferson sold
his own library to the Nation for almost the same sum as the
chemist afterwards paid for all Monticello. . . . You think
that pathetic., the great artist and scholar having to sell his
library which had been the patient collection of years
because he was pressed for money. . . . Not a bit of it. He
was certainly pressed for money. But at once he unearthed
from Williamsburg a library almost exactly as large and
quite as carefully selected. It had been warehoused there for
forty years.
You will say that the end of Jefferson is a salutary warning
against extravagance. But it isn't. It is an incitement. He
had the glory of a satisfied passion, the glory of immense
achievement, and he retains the glory of having splendidly
influenced his countrymen towards civilization. For what is
wrong with the world is not that it contains too many men
who indulge in extravagant expenditure on the arts and the
cultured amenities of life. It is that there are too few.
s
Let us then say that Jefferson stands for the best that is in
Virginia—for, if you like, the best in the modern world that
began when the Golden Age came finally to an end. . . .
Say when Columbus founded the city and port of Novidad
in an estuary which seemed to him adapted for the embarka-
tion of the slaves he proposed to ship to Europe. I don't
myself mind how much you praise Virginia. But it is well to
remember the fate that befel Aristides, who was too mono-
tonously extolled as being a just man.
Virginia, then, until the first shot was fired on Fort
Sumter, represented a type-civilization that it is convenient
to call feudal—a type that is probably one of the only two
systems of body politic that have ever proved at all satis-
factory in this world.
Humanity divides itself into two distinct varieties. There
are men too supine to interest themselves in public affairs.
For these the state of feudalism is best adapted. There are
in the alternative those who are prepared either to watch

